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Abstract:

In the 19th century context, SavitribaiPhule was an Indian teacher, social reformer and a
renowned poet, who is particularly important as the first woman teacher in modern India.
SavitribaiPhule was born on 3rd January 1831 in a small village called Naogaon in Maharashtra.
She got married to JyotibaPhule when she was just 9 years old. After marriage, SavitribaiPhule
trained as a teacher from Maharashtra. She then established the first school for girls in Bhide
Wada village in Pune in 1848 with the help of her husband, which started a historic revolution
in women's education. SavitribaiPhule strongly protested against the caste system, untouchability
etc. She also promoted and propagated against sati pratha and widow pratha, especially for
improving the education of women from marginalized sections of the society of that time. Not
only this, she supported widow remarriage and founded "MahilaSeva Mandal” to campaign
strongly against child marriage. She also developed caste-based movements to campaign for
universal equality. It can be concluded that the oath can be taken to encourage the then

marginalized people especially women to rise above religion and come forward.
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"Go, Get Education
Be self-reliant, be industrious
Work-gather wisdom and
riches,

All gets lost without knowledge
We become animal without wisdom,
Sit idle no more, go get education
End misery of the oppressed
and forsaken,

You've got a golden chance
to learn
So learn and break the chains

of caste."
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The Plight of the Shudras

Haunted by 'The Gods on Earth',
for two thousand years,
the perpetual service of the Brahmins,
Became the plight of the Shudras.
Looking at their condition,
the heart screams its protest,
the mind blanks out,

Struggling to find a way out.
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Education is the path,
For the Shudras to walk,
for education grants humanity,

freeing one from an animal-like existence.
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Oh Mother Savitribai!
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The lamp of Education that you lighted
So many years earlier

is enlightening millions of your daughters today

For the respect of today's women
you sacrificed all your life
facing abuse
even dirt thrown on you
even risking your life
but you never let your ambitions turn impure
by the filth of this chauvinistic society
today every women of India
is indebted by your sacrifice
the modern Indian women
salutes you and continues

taking your inspiration.
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